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Trinity Rep to stage trifecta of premleres over 3 months

By CHANNING GRAY
JOURINAL ARITS WIITER
Curt Columbus says he is
met with disbeliel when he

months,

“I's a terribly crazy idea,”
he concedes, but one that he
hopes will resonate with
sudiences who have shown a
preference for new work.
The company hes been
home-grown scripts in recent
seasons, providing actors for
readings and, in some cases,
shaping the material What is
unusual shout this project is
that Trinify found itself with
three plays in the pipeline,
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The series opens Thursday
with director Curt Col umbus®
own “Sparmow Grass”

the father, an Army colonel
just back from several years
of deployment.

“I’s ahout sex and
violence at the end of the
empire, our empire,”
Columbus said.

Grass" takes ils
from Racine's
“Phedre,” written at the end
of the French empire. But it
isnctansfny.ﬂti.un,h!snid.
Columbus began the play
in 2005, a year before he was
Inradasmm

directing the show, read a
draft and urged Columbus to
bring it to the company's
‘workshop session, the
h!gim:l.ilgufa[wuqmr

'ldun’twurkmalmely
environment,” said
Columbus, “Afer 1 do a first
draft | have to get it up in
fromt of & company. That's
the only way I can work.”
“Sparrow Grass"

“Love Alone” follows in
previews on Feb. 28,

Smith, creator of Trinity's
“Boots on the Ground™ and
“Some Things are Private,”
‘wrote her play without input
from the company. While
her two earlier efforts were
besed on reallife characters,
“Love Alone” is fiction, the
smryulnwmnwrmg:s
into the hospital for routine
surgery and ends up dying.
Her female partner of 20
years and their daughter sue,
and the play looks at bath
sides of the issue, from the
pariner’s perspective and
that of the doctor.

“It's very gray,” she zaid.
“It's a play about
figuring out who they are
after something happens
they can't control.™
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Mourner's Bench® opens on
March 7. Brant is based in
Cleveland these days, where
wife Laura Kepley is the
associabe antistic director of
the Cleveland Playhouse. But
for years, while Kepley was
working at Trinity, he was
based in Providence.

Brant, 42, grew up in the
Gu:s.gnsuhmbsmdsmdmd
acting at Morthwestern. But
when he wasn't getting good
parts, he decided to write his
own. He went on to get a
graduate degree from the
University of Texas at
Anstin, and has garnered
several awards.

Brant said the S0-minute
“Mourmner's Bench,” which
he began in 2008, is one of
‘"his most personal plays,
inspired by cousins wha
‘were orphaned at an early
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disooveries to be made,” he
said.

Al Brree plays run Brough May.
Tickeks are $26-$66. Call (400

3514742 o visit ¥inftyren com.
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